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NAPLAN highlights 
SOME of South Australia’s 
cheaper  private schools are 
punching well above their 
weight in the classroom, with 
the latest NAPLAN results 
showing they outperformed 
many much more expensive 
campuses. 

The school-by-school re-
sults for Year 3, 5, 7 and 9 stu-
dents numeracy and literacy 
tests from 2021 have been re-
leased today.

St Peter’s Girls’ School, 
Wilderness School and Pem-
broke were among schools 
with the top overall average 
results across all year levels – 
annual school fees for  the 
three are between $27,883 and 
$28,293 for year 12.

But Emmaus Christian 
College, which charges $8660 
annually, also fared particu-
larly well among private 
schools.

Its average results from 
reading, writing, spelling, 
grammar and numeracy tests 
across all year levels were on 
par with or above some much 
more expensive schools, such 
as Scotch College ($28,040).

Pedare Christian College 
performed as well as some 
schools that charged up to 
$7000 more.

The Australian Curricu-
lum, Assessment and Report-
ing Authority (ACARA) 
usually releases the data an-
nually, but education minis-
ters agreed to cancel the 2020 
NAPLAN tests due to the pan-
demic.

Emmaus Christian College 
principal Andrew Linke said 
his school, which has campus-
es in South Plympton and 
Brooklyn Park, often per-
formed well against larger pri-
vate schools.

However, he said NA-
PLAN did not affect how stu-
dents were taught. “This is not 
just a one-year blip for 

 Emmaus. It’s not something 
we focus on – we don’t teach 
the  test.”

Emmaus embraced both 
traditional teaching measures 
and “the best of the new” 
methods, Mr Linke said.

“Some schools have really 
embraced project-based 
learning as a style and that has 
its merits but if it’s all you do, it 
undercooks kids in other areas 
as well,” Mr Linke said.

Pedare Christian College 
principal James Tamblyn said 
creating a curriculum that 

 students enjoyed was key to 
good NAPLAN results. 

“For us what’s at the heart 
of great teaching and learning 
is student engagement,” Mr 
Tamblyn said.

“We believe that if students 
love learning, if they’re 
passionate about learning, if 
they have a growth mindset, 
then all of our learners are 
capable of achieving incred-
ible learning outcomes.”

As an example, he said, the 
school had a team of students 
heading to Texas to compete 

in a robotics championship in 
May – and Mr Tamblyn 
 believed that program was 
helping boost students’ prog-
ress in numeracy and literacy.

This year, more than 500 
Australian schools showed 
well above the average prog-
ress of students with the same 
starting score and similar 
backgrounds in at least one 
learning area. 

Of these, about a third were 
in regional or remote areas.

The SA Education Depart-
ment did not supply a full list 

of the schools with the most 
improved results.

ACARA chief executive 
David de Carvalho said 
schools punching above their 
weight were achieving above 
the progress level expected, 
compared with their students’ 
results from two years ago.

“Let’s find out what those 
schools are doing and think 
about how good practice can 
be replicated,” he said.

Association of independent 
Schools of South Australia 
chief executive Carolyn 

Grantskalns said NAPLAN 
showed the results of students’ 
tests on “one day” and edu-
cation was “a marathon – not 
a sprint”.

“While it’s useful … schools 
will adopt a range of ap-
proaches to support student 
learning,” she said.

“It’s by no means the be all 
and end all.

“I think parents look at the 
whole offering of a school and 
they’ll pick the school that has 
the kind of experience that 
they want their child to have 

Cheaper SA private schools really make the grade  
MICHELLE ETHERIDGE
RILEY WALTER
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NEW car buyers are respond-
ing to rising fuel prices by 
ditching gas guzzlers in favour 
of green machines.

Used car classifieds and new 
car sales staff are reporting a 
dramatic increase in queries 
from customers looking to 
switch from petrol to more 
 efficient hybrid, or even full 
electric power.

The national average petrol 
price has climbed by nearly 
50 per cent since 2020, rising 
from 123.4c per litre to 183.9c 
last week, according to the Aus-
tralian Institute of Petroleum. 

Independent websites list 
the real-world price as closer to 
$2.10 per litre as the fuel 
 industry responds to price 
pressures brought on by the 
Russian invasion of Ukraine.

Sales of hybrid and electric 
cars in the first two months 
of 2022 have increased by 
69 per cent compared to 2020.

Experts expect that number 
to climb further.

Gumtree Australia spokes-
man Dan Pugh said the com-
pany recorded a dramatic 
change in buyer behaviour as 
fuel prices spiked in recent 
weeks. “At the beginning of 
March, we saw an all-time high 
in searches for electric cars,” 
Mr Pugh said. 

High fuel 
costs spark  
EV frenzy

DAVID MCCOWEN 

Few take 
green pill

SOUTH Australia’s first trial 
of “prescriptions” for time 
spent in nature to increase 
health and wellbeing found 
that people generally liked the 
concept but very few were 
 willing to sign up. 

Green Adelaide partnered 
with the Appleton Institute on 
Greenhill Road on the trial 
which just six people signed up 
for. The internationally popu-
lar nature prescription pro-
gram encourages people to 
spend more time outdoors 
connecting with nature. 

SA’s trial involved eight 
general practitioners and more 
than 30 patients suffering 
 diabetes and depression.

Emmaus College 
pupils Amelie, 10, 
Eva, 9, Yingge, 13, 
Hudson, 14, 
Isabella, 8, and 
Sam, 8.
Picture: Morgan 
Sette

cost of learning 

and that supports their family 
values.”

Mrs Grantskalns said a 
number of independent 
schools had shown strong 
growth in year 5 students’ re-
sults. At Seymour College, 
principal Vanessa Browning 
said NAPLAN was not the 
only benchmark the school 
used, pointing to the college’s 
strong year 12 results last year.

“We were particularly 
pleased that our Class of 2021 
… cohort achieved 75 merits 
across 28 subjects and a me-

dian ATAR of more than 92,” 
she said. “Nevertheless, we are 
always striving to improve 
every area of our educational 
offering and have introduced 
some additional programs in 
response to some of the NA-
PLAN data.”

Catholic Education SA 
highlighted six schools that 
had shown increases in their 
scores significantly greater 
than both the national aver-
age gain and the improve-
ments made by students at 
similar schools. They in-

cluded: Our Lady of the River 
School, Berri; Our Lady of 
 Sacred Heart College, Enfield; 
Our Lady Queen of Peace 
School, Albert Park; St Do-
minic’s Priory College, North 
Adelaide; St Joseph’s Mem-
orial School, Norwood and St 
Margaret Mary’s School, 
Croydon Park.

Catholic Education SA 
deputy director John Mula 
said the results reflected the 
schools’ “whole-community 
commitment to improve-
ment”. “Great things are hap-

pening across our state with 
our schools committed to 
(Catholic Education)’s over-
arching strategy to achieve 
improvement in student 
learning outcomes, and that 
commitment should be ac-
knowledged and celebrated,” 
he said.

St Margaret Mary’s School 
principal Kelly Campbell said 
65 per cent of her students 
spoke a language other than 

English at home. “Across all 
year levels teachers deliver a 
program that explicitly mod-
els, teaches, and assesses 
strategies for successful lan-
guage and writing,” she said. 

NAPLAN is a nationwide 
academic measure that can 
determine whether or not 
young Australians are devel-
oping the literacy and numer-
acy skills that provide the 
critical foundation for other 
learning.

While it’s useful … schools 

will adopt a range of 

approaches to support 

student learning

Carolyn Grantskalns




